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Wood- Burnjng Fireplace 
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The information contained in this manual ap- 
plies to all model fireplaces identiiied on this 
page.This information will help you obtainsafe 
and dependable service from your Superior 
fireplace system. Keep thisdocument in a safe 
place for future reference. 

Before you start your first fire, read this Care 
and Operations Manual carefully to besure you 
understand your fireplace system completely. 
Failure tofollowthesesuggestionscould result 
in hazardous operation or fireplace malfunc- 
tion, creating a serious potential for personal 
injury andlor property damage. 

i f  you have any questions regarding the safe 
use or operation of you fireplace, contact your 
local Superior distributor, your contractor1 
builder or Superior Fireplace Company. 

PLEASE RETAIN THIS MANUAL FOR FUTURE 
REFERENCE. 

W SUPERIOR. 
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GENERAL SAFETY PRECAUTIONS 
IMPORTANT! READ AND UNDER- 
STAND BEFOREYOUR FIRST FIRE. 

1. Use SOLID WOOD only for fuel. It is best to 
use dry and well seasoned hardwood. Soft 
woods tend to burn very quickly. Solid scrap 
construction lumberproducesexcessivesparks. 
DO NOT use treated wood, artificial wax based 
logs, charcoal, coal, trash, driftwood or woods 
that have been dipped in tar. pitch, creosote, 
etc. Wood products made with synthetic blnd- 
ers,suchas~lywood, produceabnormaily high 
temperatures and sputtering, smoking fires. 

2. NEVER use gasoline, gasoline-type iantern 
fuel, kerosene, charcoal 1ighterfiuid.or similar 
liquids to start or "freshen up" a fire in this 
fireplace Keep any flammable liquids a sate 
distance from the fireplace. 

3. Keep the chimney damper open while any 
fire or smoldering embers are present. 

4. Never block or restrict the room air imake 
grille across the bonom front or the warm air 
outlet grilleacrossthetop front ofthe fireplace. 

5. With the fire burning, close the protective 
mesh screens to keep sparks and embers IN- 
SIDE the firebox. 

8. K e q ,  any combustible furniture or decora- 
tive pillows at least 3 6  (914 mm) from the 
fireplace opening. 

7. Never leave your fireplace unattended while 
it is burning. 

I. Be careful adding wood fuel to the fire or 
iandlingfireplacetoolssuch as shove$, tongs 
)r pokers. 

I. Never modity or alter your fireplace System 
n any way. To do so may create a potential fire 
iazard and void Superior's Limited Warranty. 

10. The bottom refractory can be cracked by 
?xcessive abuse such as tossing heavy logs 
lnto the grate or gouging with :ireplace tools. 
Exercise caution when adding wood to your 
'ireplace. 

11. DO NOT use a fireplace Insert orany other 
uroduct not spectfied by Superiorfsr IUSP w9+h 
tb!s fireplace. 

12. if you are using your fireplace as a "dew- 
rative aopliance," such as with a permanentiy 
lnstalledgas log set, thefireplace damper must 
be permanently fixed in the open poslt i~n. 
Listed "vent-tree" gas iog sets rnav be used 
with the damper closed. 

13. Alwzys ensure :hat an adequate sup~ iy  of 
replacement combus!ion air from the 3utside 
O? the house is accessible to the fire to suppoit 
normal combustion. Firepiaces consume large 
voiumes of air durfng the normal combustion 
process. In theevent the home isfightiysealed 
with modern energyefficientteatures,Superior's 
optional combustion air kit may not provide all 
the air required to support combustion. Supe- 
rior is not reSponsibie for any smoking or 
related problems that may resutl from the lack 
of adequate combustion air. i t  is the responsi- 
bility of the builder/contractor !o ensure that 
adequate combustion air has been provided for 
the fireplace. 

14. Superior Fireplace Company does not war- 
ranty "smoke free" operation nor are we 
responsibleforinadequatesystem draftcaused 
by mechanical systems, general construction 
conditions, inadequate chimney hei~hts, ad- 
verse wind conditions and/or unusual 
environmental factors or conditions beyond 
our controi. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. The all-steel, multi-wall firebox is the heat 
centerofthesystem. It is well insulated forsafe 
clearance to combustibles. 

2. The hearth floor of the firebox is a brick 
panern reinforced refractory base for yourfire. 
On certain models, the sides and rear of the 
firebox are also refractory for authenticity and 
safety. 

3. The metal chimney sections extending from 
the firebox top to beyond your roof are two 
walled and air-cooled. The inner passage. 0' 
flue, provides the exit for smoke and gas= 

4. The flue damper is atwo position (fully open 
orfully closed) mechanismoperated by a handle 
foundatthe centertop ofthefireplaceopening. 
It must be open wher; fire is present so smoke 
and gases can escape. i t  should be closed 
ONLY when the fire is completeiv out-keeping 
room air from being lost up the flue. 

5. Closed screens prevent ti%, sparks and 
embersfrom ~opping outofthe firebox while a 
fire is burning. ?uli screens back when adding 
wood to the firebox 

6. U'hy use a fuel grate? Besides positionirg 
!he firsbed piooerly. it aiotects the refractory 
floor, Sackapb sidesofihe1;repiace. Further, it 
e;isu:es 3 props: flow of combustion air into 
and a'ound the firebed. The Superior grate. 8 
2rovided. must be used atall tines when burr- 
ing. Your warranty may be voided without the 
use of this grate. 

7. Remember, your fireplace is not intended to 
?eat your entir? home. 

FUELS 
Never Use Coal in Your Fireplace 

YourSuperioifireplacesystem is notdesigned 
;o be used with coal derivative products. The 
cnmbustion process of certaiq types of coai 
can deposit corrosive materials in the firepiace 
and chimney system which can lead to prema- 
:ure productfailure. Never use coai as afuei in 
a Superior fireplace system. 

Decorative Gas Log Sets 

If your Superior fireplace system was installed 
with agas lineand you wish to install adecora- 
tive gas appliance (gas log set), it must contain 
an automaticshut-off deviceand be instalied in 
accordance with local codes and/or the Na- 
tional Fuel Gas Code. ANSi 2223.1A and 
NFPA-54-1988. 

CAUTION: WHEN USING THE DECORA- 
TIVE GAS APPLIANCE, THE FIREPLACE 
DAMPER MUST BE SET IN THE FUUY 
OPEN POSITION. 

Wood Fuel Pointers 

Wood is a wonderful renewable fuel source 
Normally it bums clean, leaving only a mini- 
mum of waac ash, provides comforting heat 
and can provide a variety of aromas and visual 
images. 



Assurningthatyou arecornparingtwostandard 
cordsof different species butthe same volume 
and moisture content, the denser species will 
provide more BTU's. Thetable of wood speciesi 
densities reveals more heiptui guidelines. 

YOU will wantto knowwhich woodsare bestfor 
use. Sometimes you may want a quick, shorn 
fire to offset a morning chill. Soft woods are 
preferable in thiscase. Othertimes you would 
want more slow burning and a uniform heat 
output. Hardwoods are preferable for this use. 

Theamount of heatavailablefrom thelogswill 
be about equal on a weight basis. However, 
iogsaregenerallynotweighedsotheamountof 
heat will depend on: 

1. The type of wood used. 
2. How dry it is. 
3. How many logs you put in. 
4. The size of the logs. 

The last statement means :hat one big log 
weighing 10 pounds bas as much heating po- 
tential as 10 pounds of twigs. However, air 
Cannot getatthesoiid log to feedthe lire sothe 
solid log win burn slowly. While you would get 
the same amount of heat out of either fire, the 
smaller the pieces of wood and the more air 
spacearound them. thefasterthefire will burn. 

Figure 1 i 

1. Most freshly cut "green" wood will not burn 
weil and will smoke. Green wood can be from 
10 to 40 percent less efficient than air-dried 
seasoned wood. 

5. Moistureand resin found inside unseasoned 
wood cells will build up pressure under heat 
and expiode as sparks. 

6. Most wood needs to be seasoned 9 to 12 
months to reduce the moisture content and 
produce good steady fires. When moisture 
content is reduced from 60 to 20%, the gain in 
heat potential is nearly 791,. 

7. Proper storage of wood, especially during 
seasoning, is essential. We recommend that 
you: 

a.  Never store wood on the ground. This will 
causerottingandinsectinfiItration.Raisewood 
on flat rock or scrap wood. 

b. Stack wood loosely to allow air circulation. HAROWOODS OENSlTY I / 

floor or on the ground, weil away from all 
combustible materials, pendingflnal disposal. 
If the ashes are to be disposed of by burial in 
Soil Orotherwise locally dispersed,they should 
be retained in the closed container until all 
cinders have thoroughly cooled. 

DISPOSAL OF ASHES 

Ashes should be placed in a metal container 
with a tight fitting lid. The closed container of 
ashes should be placed on a noncombustible 

8. Be a knowledgeable wood buyer. There is a 
difference in cord sizes. A standard cord stack 
of logs is 4R. high by aft. long by 4n. deep or 
the equivalent of this cubic footage. A face 
cord is the same height and lenpth as a stan- ~. 

I dard cord butthedepih is only the length of the 
SOFlWOOD VS HARDWOOD logs (12. 18 or 24 inches). A face cord can 

contain as liffle as 25% of the wood found in a 

e. Store wood where it will not be excessively 
exposed to weather, such as under a tzrp or 
under a roof. 

d. Do notstack wood directlyagainstthe walls 
of your home. 

Alser. Red .41 
Ash .49-.60 
Aspen .38-.39 
Basswood. American 3 7  
Beech. American 54 
Birch 5 5 - 6 5  
Bunernut 18 

fires. Hardwoods burn less vigorously, have 
shorter flames and produce steady, glowing 
coals. 

Softwoods contain about 15 percent highly 
flammableresin whichgeneratescreosotesoot 
in the chimney flue. Burning softwood exclu- 
sively may not be as desirable nor as safe as 
burning denser hardwoods. Many experienced 
fire-builders use small amoums of softwood 
kindling and newspaper in conjunction with 
Startingafirewithsplithardwoodiogs.Hereare 
some guidelines to remember: 

1.SoftwoodSpr0ducefa~twarmingandsho~er 

2. As a general Iule, denser woods contain 
more potential heat per pound. Mostsofiwoods 
Offer moderate heat value per pound. 

~. 
standard cord. 

If YOU buy by the ton. remember that wood 
becomes lighter as it dries. When buying green 
or wet wood, ask for some extra Poundage to 
ailow forthe extra water you will be getting. 

9. When Comparing woods of the same mois- 
ture content and same species, we find most 
woods have approximately the same heating 
potential Per pound. 

3. Different woodsva~  widely inflame he~ghts. 
flame intensities, smoke character~st~cs and in 
sparking. MoS hardwoods dv i iv l  spark 

However, most wood issold by volume. not by 
weight. To determine the best heating source, 
look at the density of various wood lypes. 
(Density is the weight for a given size.) The 
higher the density, the more potential heat 
output. A standard cord has a volume of 128 
cubic feet. This figure also includes the air 
space between and around the wood. The ac- 
tual volume in a standard cord is between 60 
and 100 cubic feet, depenllirly UII IIOW IIgnriy 
the wood is packed. 

~ ~ .~ 
Cherry, Black 
Chestnut. American 
Cotlonwood 
Elm 
Hackberry 
Hickory, Pecar 
Hickory, True 
Honey Imusf 
Locusl. Black 
Magnolia 
Mapie 
Oak. Red 
Oak, White 
Poplar 
Sassafras 
Sweetgum 
Sycamore. American 
Tanoak 
Tupelo 
Walnut Black 
Willow, Black 

S0FlW000S 

Bald cypress 
Cedar 
Douglas Fir 
Fir 
Hemlock 
Larch, Western 
Pine 
Redwood 
Spruce 
lamarack 

1 NOTE: 1 1 1 k 6 5  6 ILLUSTRATIONS NOT70 SCUE. 1 '  



I 1.Tostartafire inaSuperiorfireplace properly, 
first check the operation of the flue damper. 

Thefluedamperisactivated by acentermounted 
handle.Thefiuedamperhandle is located inthe 
middle below the top front frame behind the 
screen assembly. 

( To open: Turn handle to the far right to oaen. 

I To close: Turn handle to the far left to lock 
closed. 

I The damper is NOT ADJUSTABLE at any point 
between the 0p.n and closed oositions. 

2. The grate in the firebox should be centered 
on or over the bottom hearth so your fire can 
breath properly. Uumble and Wist pienv o! 
newspapers LINGER the grate and criss-cross 
some small d~ kindling sticks on top of !he 
paper or on the bottox of the grate. 

3. Build a pyramid of three split logs (split wli! 
start muchfaster). Arrange theuneven woodtc, 
provide plefity of air space between. 

I 4. Now, ligh! the paDer at both sldes of the 
tireDox. 

5. Close the screens to prevent the escape of 
sparks and embers. 

6. Close the damper only when your fire is 
completely out and ashes are coid Keep closed 
when fireplace is not In use to prevent unneces- 
sary loss of heated or cooied air. 

I GLASS DOOR OPERATING SAFETY 
PRECAUTIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS 

Superior oven glass dCOr enclosures in three 
different styles:"A!i-Glass"". Win paneand bi- 
lo13 design with tempered g'ass panes~ 

"EOUIPPEO WITH SUPERIOR GLASS 
I 

I 11  OCORS, ITSHOULD BEOPERATED WITH, 
THE DOORS FULLY OPEN OR FULLYi 
CLOSED. IF  THE OOORS ARE LEFT PAR- I 
TIALLY OPEN, GAS AND FLAMESMAY BE ' 
DRAWN OUT OF THE OPENING, CREAT- 
ING RISKS OF BOTH FIRE AND SMOKE. 
REFER TO FIGURES 2 AND 3 FOR PRO- 
PER OPERATING CONDITIONS. 

Figure 2 

CAUTION: IF A SMOKING CONDITION 
EXISTS. GLASS OOORS SHOULD BE 
CLOSED DURING FIREPMCE OPEAA- 
TION. 

Care and Cleaning ol Your Glass Doors 

Never clean the glass when the doors are hot. 
Do not use ammonia or ammonia based glass 
or household cleaner to clean the glass or the 
door frame. An ammonia based cleaner will 
damage the linish of the giass door. 

Clean the glass doors by wiping with a OamD 
lowel foiiowed by a clean dry towel to remove 
streaks. 

Remove stubborn stainsfrom the glass with a 
rnlld soapsoiution and atowei dampened with 
clean water. Dry with a clean dry towel 

T h e  fire must aiwavs be conrined within the 
boundaries o! the fuei grate. 

The fireplace screens must always be closed 
wheneverthe fireplace is being used. 

Never slam the glassdoor since itcould cause 
the glass to break. 

D o  not build excessiveiy large or hot fires - 
scorching or discoloring of the solid brass or 
plated brass trim may occur. 

NOTE: O I f f i M S  6 ILLUSTRATIONS NOT TO SCALE 

Extremetemperaturechangescan muse glass 
breakage-do not builda hotfireandc!osethe 
glass doors if the doors are cold. 

It thetempered glass pane becomesscratcheo 
or chipped, it creates a weakness in the glass 
whichcan causetheglassto breaksuben heated. 
Replace the pane of giass by contacting your 
vearest Superior Fireolace Distributor. 

CAUTION: GLASS AND METAL FRAMES 
GET HOT - ALWAYS USE HANDLES TF 
OPEN AN0 CLOSETHE DOORS. 

GLASS IS UNPREOICTABLE WHEW HOT 
AND MAY RREAK. E,SPELLING HGT G i S S  

MEMBERS TO REYAIN WELL AWAY 

i 
INTO THE ROOM. ADVISE ALL FAMILY ' 

FROM THE FIREPLACE WHEN OPERAT- 
ING WITH DOORS CLOSED TO AVOID 
ANY POSSIBLE PERSONAL INJURY. 

IMPORTANT: Saiid polished brass and plated 
polished brass glass doors have a plastic 
covering over all brass pieces tor protection 
during shipping and handling. The plastic 
covering should be removed before instal%- 
tion of the giass doors. Under the piastic 
covering isa protective lacquer coating whirh 
should not be removed. Insome instances 
i t  is removed, irreversible damage lo the 
brass finish could occur. Refer lo the lollow. 
in9 for specilic intormatinn on solio polishpd 
brass and plated polished brass. 

IMPORTANT: The lacquer mating on the solid 
polished brass glass doors and trim pieces 
can be damaged or removed causing corro- 
sion and/or tarnish. To help protec! the soiid 
brass; use a non-acidic wax 2nd avoid tho 
over-spray of acidleialkali hasedgiasselean- 
ers on the brass pieces. if the solid brass 
beginslo turn black, al! the protective coating 
should be removed and the metal re-PO!- 
ished, either by hand or professionaily. 
Suhsequently.thefioishwillnotba as "bright" 
or iustrous without :he protective coating. 
Solid pn!ished brass will acquire a patina 
overyearsof use. ih is  isanormaloccur?ence 
and can be polished. 

IMPORTANT: Do not remove the protective 
lacquer coating from plated polished doors 
and trim. To do sa could cause irreversible 
damage lo Me plated brass. Please under- 
standthat Re heal of lhe fire will cause the 
Drolective lacpuerfinish to sliohtlvchanoe to 
a light caramel mlar. Do notbe i l a r m i d i i  
this is a normal occurrence. 



COMBUSTION AIR 

A proper amount of combustiin air is important 
for your fireplace. Fireplaces consume large 
amounts of oxygen. It is important to allow an 
adequate supply of air. if the fireplace is not 
equipped withan outsideairkit,itmay not obtain 
sutlicientamountsof combustionairirominside 
the house or structure in which it is instal led^ 
inerefore, the fire may draw from an outside ail 
sourceand pull air in through the chimney. This 
may cause smoke spiliage into the room. 

Smoke spillage often occurs when a!i!e is first 
started, until the fireplace and the chimney has 
had theopponuniVtc,"core up ioternpeiature" 
and to begin to function normaily if smoke 
spillage problems persist, a window may Se 
Onened just a crack to allaw ihe proper fiow ~f 
combustion air to the fire pi ace^ 

i f  your firepiace is equipped with an outside 
combustionair kit, keeo open a! a)! times when 
ii ie is Surning and close when fire is out to 
prevent coid air intrusion. 

Combustion Air Control 

The operation and locaiion of the outside air 
control lever is located on the ief! side of the 
fireplace opening behind the screen panel if 
your fireplace is equipped wi?h the ootional 
combustion air kit. Toopentheair damper, puli 
the ieverall the way out. Tociose. pushthelever 
ail the way in (Figure 4 ). 

Air 
Access 
Holes 

'.. A~tuator 
I Lever 

Figure 4 

, ~ R E F R A C T O R I E S ~  

All fireboxes contain a furnace refractory floor. 
sides and back. These refractories are rein- 
forcedwithsteel, butcanbebrokenby improper 
use. Dropping logs on the bottom refractory 
and building fires directly against the refraclo- 
ries can cause premature burnout of these 
components. It may easily be repaired or re- 
ylaceaarcoscstar below repairand maintenance 
for masonry fireplaces. 

prolong the periodof enjoyment withoutexten- 
sive maintenance. For the first few uses, build 
small fires-not roaring infernos-The materiais 
used in the refractories contain and absorb 
moisture. it is importantto "cure" the refracto- 
ries by building only modestfires. Under normal 
usage,it is expected that hairline cracks will 
appear In the refractory surface. ihese hairline 
cracks do not affect the safe operation of the 
fireplace. 

Refractories shol~ld be repiaced when: 

Proper care and "burn-in" of the firebox will 

1. The crack opens more thar, '-h' ( I9  mm). 

3. S~otcheckthebrick-iikerefracio~iorsmall 

2. Pitting in the sueace is extorrive and gi!s 
become deeper than 3/7h' (4.75 vm) .  

3. Any piece of refractow larger than 2' (51 
mm) in radius and deep becopes dis- 
lodged. 

If your retractory has a crack less than '%' 
(19 mm) in width.asimple refractory patch*,!. 
Model 4PK, can easily be used to fili the crack 
and repair the refractow. 

If conditions 1,  2 or 3 occur. the refractory 
should be replaced.Forminc?rdefects. repair~is 
noted above 

MAINTENANCE GUIDELINES 

Your fireplace is designed to operate troubie- 
free with minimum maintenance. However, iike 
any fine appliance, deserves and requires 
some housekeeping attenilon. 

Your fireplace wiii cerform better - and cer- 
tainly iook more azractive tofamilv and friends 
-if it is cleaned before each use Before the first 
seasonal usein Putumnand after tne last fire in 
Soring, it is important to insoect the fireplace 
system carefully. We recommend at leasltw@ 
complete fireplace ~nspections a year. 

Before Each Use 

1. Ciean :he firebox of excessive ashes. Some 
owners prefer to leave a small layer to insulate 
thecold refractory be!owthegrate which heigs 
fire starting. 

if your particular model fireplace has a factory 
supplied grate attached, it is permissible to 
remove the grate for cleaning; however, the 
grate must be re-attached to the fireplace be- 
fore the next burn. 

2. Keep the fireplacescreensclean so combus- 
CWII alr r~ows rreew. 

NOTE: OIffiRUIS 6 ILLUSlR*TIONS HOT TO W. 

cracks. Heat from tne fire expands i slightw. 
When i! cools. it contracts. 

TWICE A YEAR CHECK-UP 

Normally,twiceayear, youshouldinspectyour 
fireplace following this list: 

1.  Inspecttheopening in yourchimneytopand 
remove any debris that could clog it. The cap is 
usualiy held in place by four (4) screws, which 
remove easily fnr checking or cleaning the fuil 
lenath of the flue from above. Remove t i e  
chimney too while wear!ng gloves io guard 
agairst any sharp metal edges. 

2. inscest the entirefiuefromthe top down for 
~Ostructions such as birds cests. ieavss, etc 
Ti1s may be dope by using a fIexibie handied 
chimney cleaning Crush i f  the chimney con- 
tainsoEseUre:urne!bnws;amft brushcleanina 
from !i;e tsp dowr to any eibow rrld the3 !rom 
the lireboxup totheoffset'ieturr! sec!ion isthe 
proper meRod. The beam from a powerflii 
flashlight will help in this inspection. 

3. Look up from rnside the fireplace (damper 
onenj tn see any obstructiorr? in the lower five 
area. If present, shutthe dampe:andgiassdoors 
(it installed) to seai the firebox and consin avy 
soot taat might fall. !f your do not have glass 
doors isstalied. a damp sheet coverinq !he fire- 
C ?-. Ppern? ? lu  Fea 01 A*' mask nrj tape N;' 
O? 'hrr CiPln :bef L ?  lrnm t w m n  flow1 f d  2n 

~~7 - -  ~\ -. 
offset system; clean per S?ep 2) using a proper 
size chimney brush with flexible pole sec5ons. 
Don'topen thedol?rsorremove thesheet untilall 
soot has settled. Vacuum, don't swep. 

4. Check the metal flashing and seals arcund 
your chimney. Seal any cracks cr loose nail- 
head openings :@ preveni roof leaks. 

5. Ciean thefireOox thomugh!y by usin4 a soft 
brush or equivaient. 

WARPING COMTlYUFD OVERFlRlNG 
CAN PEQMANENTLY DAMAGE YOUR 
F!SEPLACE SYSTEM. SOME EXAMPLES 
9F -7 OVE9FIRING ARE: 

' BURNING aUANTlTlES OF SCRAP 
LUMBER, PINEBRANCHES, PAPEROR 
CARDBOARD BOXES WHICH EXCEED 
THE VOLUME OF THE NORMAL LOG 
FIRE. 

I USE OF ARTIFICIAL WAX BASE LOGS, 
TRASH on OTHER CHEMI~ALS UR 
CHEMICALLY TREATED COMBUS- 



CREOSOTE FORMAllON AND REMOVAL 

When wood is burned slowly. B produces tar 
and other organicvapors, which combine with 
expelled moisture to form creosote. The creo- 
sote vapors condense in the relatiweb cool 
chimney fiueof aslow-burning fire. As a result. 
creosote residue accumulates on the flue lin- 
ing. When ignited, this creosote makes an 
extremely hot fire. 

The chimney should be inspected at leasttwice 
yearly during the heating season to determine 
if a creosote build-up has occurred. 

If creosote has accumulated, it should be re- 
moved to reduce the risk of a chimney fire. 

If creosotebuild-upisfound.donot usechemi- 
cal chimney cleaners that are poured on a hot 
fire. Superior considers them dangerous and 
they generally only work on the tlue section 
nearest the fire, leaving the rest of the flue 
unaffected. It is besttotakethetimetocleanthe 
flue as previously described or have the chim- 
ney professionally cleaned by a qualified 
chimney sweep. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 
No Smoking Allowed 

Your new fireplace is designed not to smoke if 
properv installedandoperated per our instruc- 
tions. If you do experience a problem, here are 
several things to check: 

1. Remember - always check to ensure your 
flue damper is in 'the open position before 
lighting afire! 

2. When lighting your fire, a little smoke may 
escape into the room - more likely if the chim- 
ney is cold. To correct this, hold a lighted 
newspaper up inside the firebox near the open 
flue damper. This will turn around any down- 
draft and clear the flue of cold air. As your log 
fire burns below, theupdraft will improveasthe 
chimney heats up. 

3. Is your fire too far forward? Move it toward 
the back with your poker. Keep the fire well 
within the confines of your fuel grate. 

4. Keep your fire up on the grate and the 
refractory below free of excessive ashes. The 
fire needs plenty of air movement around the 
logs. 

5. If smoking occurs an hour or two after 
lighting the fire, perhaps your well-insulated 
house is too airtight and there is scarcely any 
way for replacement air to enter and feed the 
fire. Checkto see if your outside combustion air 
kit(if installed) isopen.Checkoutsidetoensu;e 
noobstructionsare in front of exterior air entry. 
Open a window slightiy, open doors to one or 
two rooms and see if this stops the smoking. 

6.l~aventfan.exhausthood or central heating1 
cooling system stealing combustion air from 
your fireplace? If theirvolume 1s high enough, 
this can cause negative pressure and an un- 
wanted downdrafl -and smoking. 

7. is your wood fuel too wet or unseasoned? 
Or does it contain some chemical substance 
that causes sputtering, smoking and toxic 
fumes? 

8. Figure 5 illustrates the correct height of 
yourchimney top. It isuniikeiy that your instal- 
lation does not adhere to the instaliation 
instructions. However. if not correct. you could 
experience an unusual downdraft. Usual!y, the 
best solution istoincreasethechimney height. 
This may also be necessary if nearby trees. 
adjoining roof lines or a hill is causing a down- 
draft condition. 

9. Remember, your fireplace has been de- 
signed as a supplemental heating device only. 
it is not intended to heat your entire home. 

ENJOY YOUR SUPERIOR FIREPLACE 

If you encounter any problems 0: have any 
questions regarding the installation of opera- 
tion of your fireplace system, contact your 
distributor. For your nearest distributor con- 
tact: 

SUPERIOR FIREPLACE COMPANY 
4325 Artesia Avenue 
Fullerton, California 92633 
714-521-7302 
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